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SDMX STATISTICAL GUIDELINES 

SDMX Cross-Domain Code Lists
CL_AREA
Name: Code list for providing values to concepts such as “Reference area” and/or “Counterpart area”.
Description: This code list provides code values for geographical areas, defined as areas included within the borders of a country, region, group of countries, etc.
Version: 1.0.
Date: 2009.
	Recommended code value
	 Recommended code description
	Annotation

	 AF
	AFGHANISTAN  
	

	AX
	ÅLAND ISLANDS 
	

	AL 
	ALBANIA 
	

	…
	…
	

	 ZM
	ZAMBIA  
	

	ZW 
	ZIMBABWE 
	


Notes: 

The recommended code list for the CL_AREA comprises:
· Individual countries (ISO 3166): 

http://www.iso.org/iso/english_country_names_and_code_elements 

· codes: the alpha-2 format is recommended for the concrete country codes (for example, AU, US, JP, etc.).
· country names: ISO 3166 for also representing the names of countries (e.g. “Australia”, “United States”, “Japan”, respectively) and their subdivisions;
New implementers could use the latest ISO code list referred above; however, it is not guaranteed that all institutions world-wide keep constantly updating their code lists immediately when updates become available. 

· groups of countries and regions legally defined (however, concrete “recommended” codes are not provided yet), i.e.: 

EU, EU27, euro area, euro area-15, EEA, EFTA, OECD countries and NUTS regions;

· for coding regions within Europe, the use of the Eurostat "Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics" (NUTS) is recommended (http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/codelist_en.cfm?list=nuts).  
Depending on the context and domain, there may be differences in the territory definitions. Usually, guidance on this is provided in documents and guides maintained by the experts of particular domains. 

To address particular requirements, additional extensions are used to cover entities (usually, broader groupings) that are not included in the ISO standards. Indicative links to such extensions are provided in the Appendix. 

See also the discussion on additions and deviations in the Appendix. 
APPENDIX: Supplementary values, additions, deviations currently used for “area” code lists
· Several organisations add extensions to the ISO country codes for representing various country groupings (e.g. North America, Central Africa, OPEC countries, rest of the world excluding the euro area, etc);
· Several organisations, especially in Europe, use some codes that may deviate from the ISO code list (e.g. “UK” for the United Kingdom while “GB” is the official ISO code).  Political issues or country naming uncertainties may also exist for some other codes included in the ISO code list: such issues may lead to additional deviations in the actual implementations;
· For properly maintaining historical data in databases, there is often a need to keep using codes that ISO may suppress or switch them to inactive codes. Such codes (e.g. code for Eastern Germany) may be “deviations”, but they may need to continue being in use by organisations. 

· The UNECE currently uses 6 groupings: (i) ECE - 52 of the 56 ECE member countries (i.e. excludes Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco and San Marino), (ii) NA - North America (this includes the USA and Canada), (iii) E2A - European Union (the definition of this code changes as necessary to reflect current membership, so for now it covers the 27 EU Member States), (iv) EAA - Euro Area (current membership), (v) CIS - the 12 current members of the CIS (includes Turkmenistan (associate member) and Georgia (notice to leave CIS becomes effective in August 2009)), (vi) ST7 - six Western Balkans countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia);

· Concerning “subdivisions” of areas:
Some organisations may use the ISO code list for also coding subdivisions in Europe. (In the list of “recommended” codes, the Eurostat NUTS code list is recommended) 
The UNECE uses the following code list:

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/service/sublocat.htm
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