CL_OBS_STATUS

Name: code list for Observation Status (OBS_STATUS)
Description: this code list provides coded information about the "status" of an observation (with respect events such as the ones reflected in the codes composing the code list). 

	A
	Normal
	Normal: the default value (if no value is provided) is used when no special coded qualification is assumed. Usually, in this case, it can be assumed that the source agency assigns sufficient confidence to the provided observation and/or the value is not expected to be dramatically revised.

	B
	Break
	Break observations are characterised as such when different content exist or a different methodology has been applied to this observation as compared with the preceding one (the one given for the previous period). 

	E
	Estimated value
	Observation obtained through an estimation methodology (e.g. to produce back-casts) or based on the use of a limited amount of data or ad hoc sampling and through additional calculations (e.g. to produce a value at an early stage of the production stage while not all data are available). It may also be used in case of experimental data (e.g. in the context of a pilot ahead of a full scale production process) or in case of data of (anticipated/assessed) low quality. If needed, additional (uncoded) information can be provided through (free text) “comments” at the observation level or at a higher level. 

	F
	Forecast value
	

	I
	Imputed value (CCSA definition)
	Observation imputed by international organisations to replace or fill gaps in national data series, in line with the recommendations of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA)

	M
	Missing value
	Data can be missing due to various reasons:  data do not exist, are insignificant (or not collected because they are below a certain threshold), are unreliable, are not relevant for the period, or other reason not elsewhere specified.

	P
	Provisional value
	An observation is characterised as “provisional” when the source agency – while it bases its calculations on its standard production methodology – considers that the data, almost certainly, are expected to be revised. 

	S
	Strike
	A known strike that occurred in the corresponding period that may have affected the observation or caused a missing value.


Default value. In some implementations the concept OBS_STATUS may not have been defined as “mandatory” within the data structure definition (DSD). If this is the case, each single observation may not be necessarily accompanied by an OBS_STATUS code value and, if no value has been associated to an observation, the default code value (“A” - normal) can be assumed. 
Codes hierarchy. In some cases there may be more than one or even two “events” that may have influenced the value and are relevant in conjunction with an observation (e.g. a “break” in methodology may be accompanied with the fact that an observation is an “estimate”). Thus, the importance of particular events and, thus, the decision over the most proper flag assignment needs to respect a hierarchy (applicable, if more than one event occurs during the period). The importance is provided on the table below (with "break" being the most important event dominating the other ones). 
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This approach (choice of only one event - the most important one - to be described) offers a good compromise between simplicity for the user, completeness of provided information and presentational easiness of management on the user interface side. 
If there is a strong need to describe multiple important events related to a period/observation, the (free text) concept for attaching observation comments could also be used. 

Supplementary values currently used in CL_OBS_STATUS

Currently, the following codes are also used in the context of some of the existing implementations. These are used by the corresponding institutions in addition to the recommended codes shown in CL_OBS_STATUS.

	Code value
	Code description
	Notes
	Current multilateral use

	L
	Missing value; data exist but were not collected 
	Used, for example, when some data are not reported/disseminated because they are below a certain threshold.  
	ECB, BIS, bop statistics (BIS, ECB, Eurostat), exchange of short-term statistics (ECB, Eurostat)

OECD  (except the codes “A” and “Q” which are not used)

Note: the BIS and the ECB can provide a complete code hierarchy including the “recommended codes” and the additional codes presented here.

	Q
	Missing value; suppressed
	Used, for example, when data are suppressed due to statistical confidentiality considerations.
	

	H
	Missing value; holiday or weekend
	Used in some daily data flows.
	

	R
	Revised
	
	Eurostat; other institutions

	N
	Insignificant
	
	Eurostat; Eurostat dissemination

	U
	Unreliable - bad quality
	This indicates existing observations, but for which the user should also be aware of the low quality assigned.

Some institutions may have the same or another special code (not a unique code multilaterally used) to indicate missing values which stem from deliberately suppressing data due to assessed low quality. 
	Eurostat; other institutions 

	Z
	Absolute zero observation
	To indicate when an observation is absolute zero, as distinguished from a zero meaning just less than half of the unit precision level of the observation (e.g., an observation stored as 0.0 may mean absolute zero, or for instance 0.041).
	OECD

	W
	Data included in another category 
	The three codes, W, X and Y, describe situations where a dataset includes series, which, for one or more countries, do not follow the standard definition, so that for a particular country, one category includes one or more others, which are for the same reason empty; e.g. two commodity items in trade statistics have been merged for the country in question and are shown under one of the categories. 
	

	X
	Includes data from another category 
	
	

	Y
	Includes not available categories 
	
	


