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SDMX Capacity Building Workshops

Thursday, 11 January

The purpose of these workshops is to provide a basic and advanced introduction to the main elements of the SDMX technical standards and content-oriented guidelines and how they work together. 

The morning session covers central topics of the framework. The parallel afternoon sessions separately provide in-depth coverge on technical standards (Workshop A for those interested in technology aspects of SDMX) and content-oriented guidelines (Workshop B for statisticians interested in subject-matter issues). 

In both sessions, questions, comments and input about the current standards and draft guidelines are encouraged.

Morning Session: 9.30 am - 12.15 pm

Capacity Building Workshop:        A Basic Introduction to SDMX
1. The SDMX framework: key issues and the business case (Gabriele Becker, BIS)
a. how SDMX impacts the process of statistical exchange to produce greater efficiencies

b. the relationship of content-oriented guidelines to technical standards
c. what statistical organisations need to do to implement /conform with SDMX standards and guidelines

2. Technical Standards (Arofan Gregory and Chris Nelson, standards experts)

a. basic concepts / structures and available tools
· data structure definitions

· metadata (structural / reference)

· metadata structure definitions

· codelists

· registry 
b. information model and data structure definitions

c. syntaxes for data

· SDMX-EDI and SDMX-ML formats for data structure definitions

· how they can be creasted using tools

d. information model basics for metadata

· reference metadata

· identifying objects 
· structuring of metadata reports

e. syntaxes for metadata (SDMX-ML)

· metadata structure definitions

· metadata reports

3. Content-Oriented Guidelines (Rene Piche, IMF)  
a. cross-domain concepts (what they are some examples of representative code lists) 

b. statistical subject matter domains (UNECE classification and relationship to domain groups)
c. metadata common vocabulary (relationship to other glossaries aand vocabularies at the international and national levels)

Parallel Afternoon Sessions: 2.15 pm - 5.30 pm 

Capacity Building Workshop A:   
Advanced Topics on Technical Standards  (Arofan Gregory and Chris Nelson, standards experts)
1. Information model and technical specifications

2. SDMX registry

· high level functionality
· what it is and processes in a business model

3. Data and Metadata Provisioning
· category schemes 

· data and metadata flows

· data and metadata providers
4. Registry interfaces and implementation

· XML interfaces
· structured URNs

5. Other advanced features of SDMX 2.0

· hierarchical code lists

· structure sets

· reporting taxonomies

6. Services-based architecture

· registry triggers (notifications, RSS)

· business example

Capacity Building Workshop B:  
Advanced Topics on Content-Oriented Guidelines
1. Cross-domain concepts   (Giuseppe Sindoni, Eurostat)
· review of current draft concepts
· guidelines for use of structural and reference metadata
· mapping to internal concepts
· representative code lists
· practical statistical examples 

2. Statistical subject-matter domains and metadata common vocabulary    (Lars Thygesen, OECD)
· framework for organisation of exchanged statistical data and metadata
· mapping to national frameworks
· relationship to activities of domain groups and subject-matter domain guidelines
· identification of domain groups
· metadata common vocabulary as a repository for standardising terminology (technical/content)

· applicability of SDMX framework to national frameworks
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